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Young children are learning and developing rapidly
in an era where information is easily accessible.
However, guidance in how to process the flood of
information sometimes lacks and opportunities for
children to choose their own topics for study are
rare. In order to use the full potential of children
and to stimulate their critical thinking, the
Alexander Foundation and International Child
Development Initiatives set up a pilot-project on
research by children aged 11-12. This so-called
Child Research Group was challenged to reflect on
their position as a child within the society and to
explore how other children experience their
position. Not only has this led to new insights for
the children. The children also made an important
contribution to already existing knowledge based

After defining the research topic, the children were
challenged to formulate research questions and to
develop methods and instruments for collecting the
data. The children also discussed ethics within
research and have drawn their own code of conduct
that was applied during the research. With their
own set of methods, the children reached out to
peers and carried out questionnaires, interviews
and observations. After gathering these data, the
children analysed them and draw several
conclusions. The results will be presented in May
2010 for a broad audience including parents,
teachers, policy makers, media etc.
Besides activating children, this project has a
strong educational component by teaching children
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research in a period of three months during the
first two quarters of 2010. The researchers were
inspired by the method being used at the Child

know about the different components of doing a
data have been introduced and practiced.
The authors aim at starting new Child Research
Groups in the near future.
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